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If we suppose, now, that the two points approximate 4 inde- 
finitely, we see, as a particular case of the more general theo- 
rem just stated, that For two consecutive elements of a shortest 
line traced upon the surface, the product of the perpendicular let 
fall from the centre upon the tangent plane, and the semi-diameter 
parallel to the element of the curve, remains Hie same. 

Of this celebrated theorem it would, perhaps, be hard to 
discover a more elementary demonstration. — May 25, 1850. 



Sir W. R. Hamilton added some remarks on a very simple 
proof of the celebrated Theorem of Joachimsthal, derived from 
the Calculus of Quaternions. 



Mr. Mallet exhibited a specimen of Gadolinite from the 
trap-rock in the vicinity of Galway, at the west side of Lough 
Corrib, discovered recently by himself, and identified by Mr. 
William Mallet. 



February 10, 1851. 

HUMPHREY LLOYD, D.D., President, 
in the Chair. 

William Oliver Barker, M. D., was elected a Member of 
the Academy. 



The Rev. Dr. Todd exhibited an original letter, dated Ar- 
magh, October 19, 1680, from George Codan,* a Franciscan 
Friar, addressed to the Duke of Ormond, the then Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, praying protection and deliverance from 
imprisonment, and asserting his innocence of the charge of 
disaffection to the Government, followed by a panegyric of the 
Duke in Irish verse. The letter is as follows : 



* The name subscribed to the letter is not very easily read. It seems to 
be either Codan or Cudan. 



Irish Verses - 
19 of Oot r . 80 
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ffor his majesties lord O _ , , . , _ , _ , , . 

I Endorsed in the JJuke of Ormona/s hand. 

lieutenant in Ireland \ 

th lord James Butler ] ffranciscan ffriar & 

Duke of Ormond these 

be d. d. [i. e. delivered] at 

Kilkenny * Dublin 

Health & heaven &c 
My Lord 

Bee it knowen vnto yC grace that I am a poore old & 
feeble Franciscan friar, whoe longe before & after his majes- 
ties proclamations have endeavoured with all my force to gett 
out of this kingdom to die quietly in some Catholik country, 
to which intent I gathered some charges heere & there, & 
went often tymes to sea coasts, but mist shipinge, fell sick 
afterwards, & laid soe amonge friends by reason of a rupture 
I suffer this 30 at least years. Cominge to Ireland about 16 
yeares ago, I had an indifferent commission from our Generally 
and lived soe amonge the Christians, nott affixed to friary or 
convents, wherefore I may not bee called a regular priest. I 
am & was of Peeter Walshes Remonstrance for w ch I suffered 
much to this day from the contrary sort. I am of the Parkers 
of England by my mothers sid, whose grandfather Captaine 
Parker fought against ONeill iny* battle of blackwather. by 
my mothers syd too I am of the Cassills, Garnons, Doudalls 
& many others of y* Englis pale — soe that by originall descent 
I am bound to defend his majesties crowne, and priviledges to 
death. I am this whole yeare persecuted with fulminations of 
censures by one Doctor Henry o Hugh Doctor Plunketts vicar 
generall, & suborned person in all his bad designs, for not 
keepinge friary against his majesties proclamations & that by 
the procuration of one Shean o Neill, owen Roe o Neill's pre- 
tended bastard, whoe under the cloake of S. Francisis habit 

* Kilkenny erased, and Dublin written instead, in a coeval band. 
t That is, from the " General" or Superior of the Franciscan Order. 
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doth all mischief & intends mor & more, a most dangerous 
man, that keepes Tories of his owne name about him in woods 
& mountaines to assist him : Cominge of late from the County 
of Louth to the County of Ardmagh to dispose of my bookes 
& dispatch myself out of this Kingdome upon occasion of con- 
tention I had w ,h these rebellious sperits, I was betraid by 
them as a tory to one William Hammilton of Kinderd who 
apprehended mee layinge sicke, tooke away all my bookes, 
charges & horse & committed my selfe findinge that in other 
countries I have been a Regular priest, though I lived as a 
secular priest in Ireland, albeit hee knew I was betraid as a 
thory by the kinges enemyes of envy & hatred & sett purpose 
to represse & hinder my evidence in the Kinges behalfe against 
them & such like. 

Wherefore my earnest request is that yo r grace may bee 
pleased to writ w? the first post for my releasment & full res- 
titution of all taken from me to appeare before yo r own selfes 
grace to speake mout to mout, which graunted I will conti- 
nually pray for yo 1 graces prosperity whose servant I remaine 

George Codan 

Ardmagh the 19"> of 
Oct. 1680. 

Here I send yo r grace a panegyricall poem ; respect the poet 

Dm befca a Sfmuip buclefp, 
a puipe qiecm line ua ngpdp, 
o bo geimob mbpomn bo itiacap 
bia Gcaip pioc gup an Idp. 

peap lonao an piog a nGipinn, 
pe linn cojjaio agup pfoo, 
t>a ccug na cioblaicceab m6pa 
Cpiopc, copa bumne bee paoi. 

TTlac dgmup bioconcq Culuo, 
mo na cu-Uluo Weill m6ip, 
peap pciupca na CCU15 ccuigeab, 
puspab beacaip molao c6ip. 
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5a6 ceim op mo cenn ap aipbe 
t»a bpuil aije peippoe me, 
moigm paippmg na ccloc naknnn 
mpi&lmeocc column buaib p6. 

Cangup anoip po Do gpapaib 
o mo capaib puapguil me, 
gaca jluip agar caoi eo6aip, 
neapc, ceapc cpocaip — puap5u.1l me. 

O ceaO Ouic oppouipc na n^ai&il, 
o .506 baogal puapguil m6, 
a cu a laim oeocup eacceopc, 
t>ean opm oegbeopc — puapjuil me\ 

bpdicpin bocc, moot, appaig, eapldn, 
pmn barii bo oeaplaiii, t>6an maic, 
peipbipeac Oom pig 'p ni cpeacuip, 
mipi alaiih, cpet> uO ace paic. 

Cpeacuipeab muig 'pmipi ngeirinol 
m6p an eeimiol, poipib m6, 
a ua na ccpenpeap o Upmunn, 
pcpiob umuinn— poipio me\ 



The following translation is by Mr. Curry: 

All hail to theel James Butler, 

Thou brave champion of the son of grace ; 
Since thou wast conceived in thy mother's womb 
God the Father has been with thee ever till now. 

The man in the King's place in Erinn, 
In the times of war and of peace ; 
Unto whom Christ has granted many great gifts, 
It is the more proper for us to be under him. 

The fortunate son of the Viscount Tullow, 
Greater than the Ulster hound* of great Niall; 

"■ Cuchulann, the great Ulster champion. 
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The steersman of the five provinces, 

It is difficult to praise him as he deserves. 

Every degree above my head 

That he possesses, is the better for me, 
In the spacious mansion of polished stones 
My best poetry he has deserved. 

I have now come under your Grace, 

From my afflictions I pray you liberate me; 

For every lock you have a key, 

Might and right you have — liberate me 1 

Thou illustrious first Duke of the Gaels, 
From every danger I pray thee relieve me ; 
I am under arrest — certainly it is injustice; 
Perform a good act towards me — liberate me. 

I am a poor little, silly, sickly, old friar, 
Extend to me thy right hand — do good, 
The servant of my King, and no traitor; 
I am under arrest, what is this but misery? 

Traitors are at large, and I am in fetters; 
Great is the oppression — relieve me from it ; 
Thou descendant of the brave men out of Ormond, 
Write in our behalf — relieve me! 

The foregoing curious letter was recently found among 
the papers of Lord Ormond, who, through the influence of 
Mr. Graves, of Kilkenny, kindly consented to permit Dr. Todd 
to exhibit it to the Academy. The letter is sealed with the 
impression of a groat of one of the Edwards. 



Mr. Benmohel read a paper as preface and abstract of his 
work, " Etymological Criticism." He stated that his object 
was, to correct erroneous assertions regarding some, and re- 
store identifying kindred to such other words as seem be- 
reaved of every connexion, through the vast ravages of ages 



